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Classy & Quirky:  The Coventry Village Neighborhood 
a photo essay by neighborhood resident Robert N. Brown 

More so than most neighborhoods, Coventry Village seems to be what might be 
called an “intentional community” – one that is carefully chosen by residents who 
find it hard to imagine living almost anywhere else.  What is it about Coventry 
Village that engenders this kind of affection and “connectedness”? 
 

Is it the proximity to the quirky “post-hippie” Coventry Road business district ?  Is it 
the welcoming front porches and the closely spaced houses?  Is it the 
neighborhood’s compact size, strong edges and short walkable blocks?  Is it the 
eclectic architecture and the creative front yard landscape treatments?  Or is it the 
progressively minded and free-thinking neighbors?  To most of us who have chosen 
to live in Coventry Village, the answer is “Yes!” 
 

Originally marketed as “Mayfield Heights” at turn of the 20th century by 
businessman Marcus M. Brown, Coventry Village developed as the Interurban rail 
lines pushed outward from Cleveland along Mayfield Road and Euclid Heights 
Boulevard, allowing easy access to downtown and to University Circle in this pre-
automobile era.  Proximity to University Circle remains important today in drawing 
professionals and students to the neighborhood.   
 

The neighborhood’s is bounded by Mayfield Road on the north, Coventry Road on the west, Euclid 
Heights Boulevard and its stream valley on the south, and Superior Road and Cumberland Park  to the 
east.  Other streets include Hampshire, Somerton, Cadwell, Wilton, Middlehurst, Radnor and Rock Ct.



COVENTRY VILLAGE NEIGHBORHOOD MAP 

Street Boundaries:  Mayfield (north), Coventry (west), Euclid Heights (south), Superior (east) 
Interior Streets:  Cadwell, Wilton, Middlehurst, Radnor, Hampshire, Somerton, Rock Court 
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Just like their residents, the houses of 
Coventry Village are definitely 
nonconformists!  Although there is a 
pleasing consistency to the spacing and 
setback of the houses, each house 
makes its own architectural statement 
– from the ornate and colorful to the 
more subdued and cozy.  Again, just 
like the residents! 



th
e h

o
u

ses 



th
e “estate” 

The only “assemblage” of buildings in 
Coventry Village began as the estate 
of Marcus M. Brown, developer of 
the original neighborhood subdivision  
in 1898 – marketed then as “Mayfield 
Heights.”  These related buildings are 
located at the northwest corner of 
Wilton and Euclid Heights. 
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Front porches are an almost 
universal feature on the homes of 
Coventry Village.  Probably more 
than any other architectural 
element, it is the front porches that 
contribute to the “neighborliness” 
of this place.  Even when they are 
empty, the front porches send a 
welcoming  message to passersby 
and neighbors. 
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Although turrets are not common in Coventry Village, one or two appear on most 
blocks, as kind of architectural exclamation points in the midst of the more 
“restrained” residences.  Maybe the turrets help send the message to prospective 
residents that a little flamboyance is always welcomed in Coventry Village! 
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While many suburban neighborhoods 
are rather homogeneous, Coventry 
Village is unusually diverse, particularly 
with respect to the income and age of its 
residents.  This diversity is made possible 
by the presence of several apartment 
buildings, as well as apartments over 
storefronts, that offer affordable rents 
and accommodate residents at different 
stages in the life cycle.  
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Not surprisingly, the artistic 
inclinations of Coventry Village 
residents sometimes spill over 
into their front yards and tree 
lawns – a system better than 
GPS in letting travelers know 
that they have arrived in 
Coventry Village! 
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Concrete and asphalt are enough 
of a pavement palette for most 
neighborhoods, but not for 
Coventry Village – where bricks, 
slate and “permeable paving” (aka 
gravel) make it clear that this 
neighborhood is eclectic from the 
ground up! 



Coventry the “village” wouldn’t be the 
unique place it is without Coventry 
“the street” – Cleveland’s version of 
San Francisco’s Haight-Ashbury district.  
This mixed-use street, with its quirky 
collection of stores and restaurants 
[Who doesn’t love Tommy’s?!], is what 
distinguishes Coventry Village as an 
authentic “Cleveland original!” 
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Coventry Village was “walkable,  
bikeable,  transit-oriented and mixed-
use” decades before those terms were in 
vogue!  Although many neighborhoods 
have walkable sidewalks and bikeable 
streets, relatively few neighborhoods 
offer as many walkable and bikeable 
destinations as does Coventry Village. 
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In the 1960’s and 70’s, it was probably 
not uncommon to hear the words 
“Coventry” and “stoned” in the same 
sentence!  But in the first two decades of 
the 20th century, the term had a very 
different meaning to the residents of 
Coventry Village.  Today the 
craftsmanship of that stonework adds a 
special character to several of the 
neighborhood’s properties. 



d
o

gs ru
le! 

At almost any time of day on the 
streets of Coventry Village, you 
will find people walking their 
dogs (or vice versa!).  It is 
probably the best way for 
residents to become acquainted, 
although some of us know the 
names of the dogs better than 
the names of the people! 



The aptly named Rock Court, the 
only unpaved street in Coventry 
Village, has persisted, even after 
being truncated in 1979, when 8 of 
its 11 houses were demolished for 
expansion of a parking lot serving 
Coventry Road businesses.  If there 
were a competition for the “quirkiest 
street in Coventry Village,” Rock 
Court would win every year! 
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Yes, in Coventry 
Village even the 
garages, at least 
the older ones, 
have character.  
And at least one 
of the garages 
definitely qualifies 
as “quirky.” 
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Photos (from left to right, starting at 
top):  the former house/ residents 
creating Spirit Corner/ Spirit Corner in 
October 2014. (Thanks to Joan 
Lederer and David Stinger for some of 
the photos on this page). 

In 1898 a house was built at the southeast comer of Cadwell and 
Hampshire.  Its early occupants included Ezra F. Kendall, a nationally 
renowned Vaudeville star, and, later, Marcus Feder, known as the 
“father of the American cigarette.”  After being purchased and 
occupied by the Kornicks family, the house sat empty and 
deteriorating (and haunted!) for about 60 years until, in 2012, it was 
demolished.  Neighbors, led by Laura Marks, partnered with the City 
to create a community gathering space, dubbed “Spirit Corner.”  
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The most important institution in 
the Coventry Village community – 
its elementary school – closed in 
2007.  What remains, however, is 
the school’s playground and 
“Peace Park,” along with some 
innovative new uses of the former 
school building.  Coventry Village 
is also home to a public library and 
a small church. 
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Although there may be little 
motivation for residents to venture 
out from Coventry Village (), one 
of the pleasures of living here is 
being within a pleasant walk (or a 
few-minute ride) of other great 
places -- like Cedar-Lee, Cedar-
Fairmount, Little Italy, University 
Circle, Shaker Square, Cain Park and, 
yes, even an historic cemetery! 



Learning from Coventry Village 

• Closely-spaced houses set relatively close to the street that make walking along the neighborhood’s 
sidewalks feel pleasant and safe. 

• Tree-lined sidewalks along both sides of every street, essential to this walkable neighborhood. 

• Front porches on almost all houses, sending a welcoming message to residents and passersby. 

• Relatively short blocks that make for easy connections between neighbors on different streets. 

• Quality and varied architecture – creating a visual image that can raise the spirits of those fortunate enough 
to live in this well-designed place! 

• Diverse housing that includes one-family, two-family and multi-family buildings, accommodating residents 
of varied ages and incomes. 

• Garages placed to the rear of houses, so that the houses say to passersby “people live here,” rather than 
“cars live here!” 

• Restaurants and shops that are an integral part of the neighborhood, making it possible for residents to 
travel without a car for many errands. 

• Public transit access, with bus lines on two of the neighborhood’s streets. 

• Streets that are not excessively wide, with on-street parking and with stop signs or traffic lights at every 
intersection, thereby “calming” traffic for pedestrians and bicyclists. 

• Proximity to urban assets, including the institutions of University Circle. 

• Proximity to recreation, including two playgrounds, a swimming pool, and the unique arts offerings of Cain 
Park, all within walking distance. 

• The creative and counter-culture residents and business owners who are attracted to Coventry Village by all 
of the characteristics mentioned above. 

What are the qualities that make Coventry Village a model for creating great neighborhoods? 



… and, yes, we all get along! 


